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The scriptural meaning of the "Holy Door' and the “Year of Jubilee"

Paul Lee
The Holy Door and the Jubilee: Beginning the Journey of Forgiveness.

The "Jubilee Year" was originally a Jewish tradition described in the Old
Testament. Once every 50 years, the Jews had to free their sold slaves and (I: & > X‘“ o o{: 7 “L;I &%
forgive their debts. The Catholic Church celebrates The Year of Jubilee, or =

The Holy Year, inspired by the Jewish tradition. The first Jubilee Year cel-
ebrated by the Church was promulgated by Pope Boniface VIII in 1300.

The Holy Year is a special invitation to draw closer to God and to others in
the hope of forgiveness. Jubilee years are divided into ordinary jubilee
years and special jubilee years. The faithful must understand that the basic
meaning of celebrating the Jubilee is to reflect on ourselves, to understand our deep need for God today and to long to
seek His forgiveness for humanity's alienation from Him.



Holy Door - 'Porta Sancta'

The Holy Door symbolizes Christ and His mercy, and its history goes back to many centuries ago. The Bishop of
Rome will open the two bronze doors on December 24 this year to officially start the Jubilee Year. In Jesus said,"l am
the door; whoever comes in through me will be safe; he can come in, he can go out, and he can find pasture." (John
10:9) The Holy Door reminds us of the way humans use it. Christ obtains salvation, but it also requires us to become
humble and enter through a small entrance into a home that belongs to God. The Holy Door is a unique symbol of the
Jubilee Year. The Bishop of Rome opens the Holy Door in the Vatican Basilica, inviting the church community to
enter the house of God. The Holy Door can only be entered but not exited. Crossing it means being willing to enter
the heart of Christ, to be in tune with His emotions, and to accept the compassionate embrace of the Father.

In 1423, Pope Martin V opened a Holy Door in Rome for the first time in the history of the Jubilee. This Holy Door is
located in the Basilica of Saint John Lateran. The ceremony of opening the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica marks
the beginning of the Jubilee Year and offers the faithful a "special journey" spiritually. Other major basilicas in Rome
and some churches also have holy doors. Because these churches are traditionally places of pilgrimage, they have
received papal dispensation and also provide the opportunity to obtain indulgences, initially every 50 years and every
25 years starting from 1475. A total of 30 Jubilee Years have been celebrated throughout history, including 6 Special
Jubilee Years, the most recent being the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2015-2016. The Pope's pastoral emblem alternates
with the scenes engraved on the Holy Door to commemorate the event. The theme on the bronze panel of the Holy
Door is taken from the Bible. It depicts the history of mankind's need for God's forgiveness based on the aesthetic
standards of Tuscan art in the 14th and 15th centuries.

There are 16 relief paintings on the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica, divided into four rows and
four columns, bringing out four levels of meaning from top to bottom, depicting how people sin,
but how they are redeemed through God's mercy:

1. The first parents disobeyed and were therefore expelled from paradise and lost God’s grace;
while the Virgin Mary fully accepted the good news of God’s salvation and redirected
mankind to return to God.

2. Through His baptism, Jesus allows us to join His ranks and become His people. He comes to
seek us out when we are lost and awaits our return, greeting us at the door just as the father of
the prodigal son welcomed him home.

3. Jesus opens the door to a new life for the sinful woman because she knows how to repay love with love. Jesus told
Peter that he had to forgive seventy times seven, and Peter himself was the first to experience Jesus' forgiveness
countless times. Jesus also opened the door to the kingdom of heaven for the right thief who called on Him.

4. Jesus restored Thomas’ faith. Jesus gave the apostles the authority to forgive sins; forgiveness means opening up a
new life to people, just as Jesus converted Saul and immediately opened up a new life for him. Jesus also comes
knocking on the door of each of our hearts, waiting for us to open the door to Him so that we, too, can become
brand new people.

“Hope does not disappoint" (Spes non confundit) is an edict issued by Pope Francis to the churches on five continents
during the Second Vespers of Ascension Day on May 9. The theme is taken from Romans 5:5. With this
proclamation, the Pope announced the celebration of the Jubilee in 2025, calling for the grace of hope for the world,
which includes prayers, proposals, appeals, and announcements of the content of the Jubilee, with "Pilgrims of Hope"
as the theme of the Jubilee celebrations.

The Pope will open the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica on December 24, 2024, thus beginning the regular Jubilee.
On the following Sunday, December 29, the Pope will open the Holy Door of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran.
Then, on New Year’s Day 2025, the solemn feast day of the Mother of God, the Holy Door of the Basilica of Our
Lady will be opened. On January 5, the Holy Door of St. Paul's Basilica outside Rome will be opened, too. The last
three holy doors will be closed before Sunday, December 28, 2025. On December 29, 2024, in all cathedrals, bishops
should hold a Eucharist to solemnly open the Jubilee Year. On January 6, 2026, Epiphany, the Holy Door of St.

Peter's Basilica will be closed to end the Jubilee Year. 3



The Old Testament times

In the Bible, every seventh day is called a holy day, and every seventh year is called a holy year; the Sabbath is
established in the Ten Commandments: Remember to keep the Sabbath as a holy day. These two establishments
had already appeared in the early history of Israel, and it was not until after the Babylonian conquest that what
was called the "Jubilee Year" was formed.

The Year of Jubilee was a particularly holy period, originating from the seventh Sabbath year, the forty-ninth year
(seven times seven)—called the fiftieth year in Leviticus 25:10. On the tenth day of the seventh month of this year
is the Feast of Atonement. “You shall blow the trumpet throughout the country, consecrate the fiftieth year, and
declare freedom to the inhabitants of the country; it is a happy year for you, every man shall return to his ancestral
home, and every man shall return to his inheritance.” Return to his family. The fiftieth year is a happy year for
you,... it should be a holy year for yous...

In this happy year, everyone returns to his ancestral property. ...For this reason you shall not oppress one another,
but you shall fear your God, for I, the Lord, am your God. You must obey my decrees and observe my regulations,
and carry them out one by one, so that you may live in the land in peace, and the land will provide for you and
produce your food, so that you may live in peace on the land. ” (Leviticus 25: 8-19)

In this Jubilee, debtors and slaves will be freed. It will allow people to regain their ancestral property and return to
their relatives. They will return to their former lives. This is what the Lord intended for the people of Israel. It
commemorates the days of hard work in the fields, commemorates the early days of entering the blessed land, and
returns to Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon, a moment of great joy. It deepens the hope of God’s chosen people
and is the promise that God’s anticipated plan will come to pass. The prophet Isaiah often preaches a similar
message at the end of his book: “The Spirit of the Lord God has come upon me, because the Lord has anointed me
and sent me to bring good news to the poor and to heal the broken hearts. To proclaim freedom to the captives, to
release the prisoners, to proclaim the good year of the Lord...” (Is 61:1-2).

The New Testament era

When Jesus Christ began his public ministry by reading aloud this passage from the prophet Isaiah in the
synagogue of Nazareth, the early church saw Jesus beginning to establish the "Year of the Lord's Mercy" and
followed Him in saying: " The passage of scripture you just heard is fulfilled today” (Luke 4:14-21).

The peace He brings to man is a harmonious relationship - harmony with God, harmony with one's neighbours,
harmony within one's heart and harmony with the enjoyment of the good things of the world. This is a peace that
the world cannot give, but it seems to have ended with the crucifixion of Jesus. Rather, it is through the cross that
God enters the world. Sin and death did not exist at the beginning of the world; they cannot prevail now, because
God raised Him from the dead and made Him Lord of mankind.

After the resurrection, Jesus sent his disciples to preach the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins to all
nations in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. “And repentance for the forgiveness of sins must be preached to all
nations for his name’s sake, beginning at Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:47). "Forgiveness of sins" includes the idea that
God is willing to do everything for mankind in Jesus Christ. This is the beginning of a new era - the era of the
Church.
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/ Editor’s Word

valuable photos taken during parish events to CM Voice.
Please submit articles and photos to our email : cmcc.cmvoice@gmail.com .
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CMCC parishioners are welcome to contribute their experiences in faith journey or spiritual sharing or any
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Parish Group

1% 4

1 Knights of Columbus # i5# 21 ¢ Every 1st Monday 7:30-9:30 pm Lawrence Hsu  778-863-4545
2 CWL - Canadian Martyrs Parish Council = #tiF* ¢ &0 0% - % 7:309:30pm Canderlla Yip 604-721-2697
CWL - Our Lady Queen of Parish Council Every 2nd Thursday 7:00-9:00 pm Anne Chong 604-618-8688
3 Legion of Mary ¥+ &
English Legion (#) Every Saturday 10:00am-12:00pm |Erlinda Pereyras 604-345-9773
English Junior Legion (#) Every Wednesday 5:30-6:30 pm Mary Waung 778-321-0618
Cantonese Legion %) &% 10:15am-12:00pm (Stella Lau 778-388-4577
Mandarin Legion (A & F 3:00-5:00 pm Ines Chen 778-707-9889
4 Choir Groups #ri<E
Rejoice Choir # 7 g H %) iR 2:45-3:45 pm Grace Lee 604-760-7583
Praises' Choir i % 8t H (F) £ 4:00-7:00 pm Eddy Ho 604-649-0698
Angels' Choir = i F:k@ %) Hap 7:30-11:00am Eddie Chan 778-869-3238
St. Mary's Choir 55 4lgrx®m (%) #ap 9:00am-12:45pm |Patrick Ho 778-889-4808
Youth Choir # & gcix® &1 f -2 %7 7:30:9:30pm Monique Mo 672-338-8898
Children and Young Adults Choir 523 F & #0i<® E1 % -Z2wpip 9:00-9:50 am Patricia Wu 778-996-7017
Family Choir (#) Every Sunday 11:45am-1:00pm [Mikey Jose 778-866-5097
Epiphany Ensemble Choir (®) Every Sunday 5:30—6:30pm Agnes Tao 604-868-8063
5 English Prayer Groups (®) Every 2nd & 4th Saturday  7:00-9:30 pm Frolin Ocariza  604-244-0297
6 Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy (&) Every 1st Thursday 6:00-7:30 pm Elizabeth Wong 604-773-9852
BEx A FAbe %) 05 -%r (RE) 7:30-9:00 pm Paula Mooney  604-842-8518
7 Infant Jesus Prayer Group (#) Every 1st Tuesday 7:00-7:30pm Robert O'Kane  604-2747995
8 Bible In Action ¥ % #- # () & 5 - k- 7:30-9:00 pm Anthony Lam 604-725-3883
9 FEFiAE () F 2:00-4:00 pm Joseph Lu 7789283578
Parish Ministry ER Y
1 Liturgy of the Word with Children 23 Figa# % Sr. Elisa Grignoli 604-274-4218
English (&) Every Sunday 11:45am-12:30pm
Cantonese %) HFAip 10:00-10:45am
2 Altar Servers # 5 § Dennis Fung 236-978-6228
Cantonese %) HiER 4:00-5:00 pm Apries Chau 778-881-3381
Cantonese %) &3P 8:159:15am
Cantonese %) A p 10:00-11:15am
Mandarin (R 3% 5:30-6:30 pm
English () Every Sunday 11:45am-12:45pm
English () Every Sunday 5:30-6:30 pm
3 Youth Ministry # & =
Cantonese ) Every 4th Saturday 1:00-3:00 pm Dennis Fung 236-978-6228
English - CMYPC (&) Every 2nd & 4th Saturday  7:009:30pm Frolin J. Ocariza 604-644-7366
4 Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 2-% 733% F 18 R During Saturday & Sunday Mass Fr. Henry Yeung 604-272-5563
5 Lectors # & During Saturday & Sunday Mass Brenda Tso 778-325-5687
6 Bereavement Group # 4 § Candy Hui 604-512-9878
AR IEATARE 2 [5r8%-z2wap 7:00-9:00 pm Fr. Anthony Ho 604-272-5563
Fr. Anthony’s Fatima Prayer Group meeting English |every 1st and 3rd Monday  7:00-9:00 pm fatheranthonyho@gmail.com.

N REMEDIOS & COMPANY
Lawyers
= FRRAIFF 5 At

E Vancouver Richmond Surrey

REMEDIOS  zg% smwx %=
Offering Legal Services: RS EERS:
Wills & Estates 198 o 3
Real Estate % 3
Immigration BEFSH
Corporate & Small Business 23], lr4 £ X &
Family EEFFH
Litigation iR

Call Peggy at 604-688-9337
Email: info@remedios.lawyer
Website: www.remedios.lawyer

Advertising space
available

R4 g

Please contact office for details

N A R TR
604-272-5563

Open the door to your
financial future.

Eric Liu

555 W 12th Avenue

Suite N6

Vancouver, BC V52 3IX7

604-323-1700

edwardjones.ca

Edward Jones




5771 Granville Avenue,

B B A A
604-729-7638

Parish Priests % % ' 4%

Rev. Anthony Ho (Pastor)
oAl ¢ (L iZP4%)
Rev. Henry Yeung (Parochial Vicar)
WAPAH L (fliEom)
Parish Assistants ¥ ¥ e432
Canossian Sisters & z54¢i2 %
604-274-4218

Website: http://cmartyrs.rcav.org
Email: cmartyrs@rcav.org

Monday to Friday % #f - % 7
9:00am to 1:00pm

= 5 = 4t Zro ! Sunday Mass i p #E#
= é E ?8 ﬁ 5 /\§ Saturday ¥ = 4:00 pm (Cantonese % %)
e b * & ﬁ 5:30 pm (Mandarin &%)
= gS8askh Sl o Sunday i P 8:15 am (Cantonese £ %)
S LRSS 10:00am (Cantonese £ %)
<4 { == 11:45 am (English #3%)

= i N 5:30 pm (English #3%)
= CANEUTN % Weekday Mass < P 3 #&

= e 0D * Mon. to Fri. ¥ - % ¥ 31 8:30am (English &f’ig) )
= Pamech Nina = 9:30am (Cantonese % 3%
— Pmsh D'm"mr.v = Saturday it = 9:30am (English # 3% )

5
D/

Sacrament of Reconciliation i ¥ ¥

Monday to Saturday i¥ - I i¥ = 9:10 - 9:25 am,

Richmond, B.C., V7C 1E8 / 1~ Saturday i = 3:15 pm - 3:45 pm & 5:00 pm - 5:25 pm
Phone /3. 3% :604-272-5563 T Sunday L p 5:00 pm - 5:25 pm
Fax/ # 2 :604-272-5564 —
_ £a5- For Infant Baptism & Marriage, please call parish office.
e W wwanumonms Rt Fxednnt i

Hospital Visitation & Community Services f X

If you would like our pastor to visit you and need to receive sacraments, please
contact parish office.
%»ﬂ@é?&»%ﬁ&ii&m»&pwaugiﬁ@wﬁﬁo

Emergency Sick Call f}ﬁ REmeeR o o ,
In times of critical health condition requestin, an01nt1n§ whether the parishioner is
at home or in the hospital, please call us at 604-729-7638for immediate assistance.

he e b BV R F IR RATE S ¢ 60 B ¥ 0 53 T 60472976385
fFE IV 3§ ],d Qpﬁ]ﬂ’;f,lg-é °

Catechism if 35T September to June 4 * I = *
1. Children’s Catechism (PREP) Every Wednesday 7:00 - 8:15 pm

Parish Rectory 7 48 7 £ 2. d» A :%“:lgfl (%) (Cantone.se) & ‘i't: 10:00 - 11:30 am or 7:00 - 8:30 pm
5680 Garrison Road, Richmond, 3. 4 RsL (B) Mandarin) £ 3§ 3:15-5:15 pm

B.C., V7C 2M2 4. RCIA (English) Every Thursday 7:00 - 8:30 pm

Parish Office Hours % 4 Co-ordinator: PREP Rayda Jalandoon  778-297-0133

¥ RPEE AL R = A FiEFr Kathy Mok 604-805-1633

Parish Service ¥ % JRi%+t Co-ordinator 53 & 4

2:00pm to 5:00pm I. Chinese Class ¥ © 3 # %L Tung Chi Ng 778-814-2863
Published by 2. PCA AL, Lena Chen 604-272-5563
Canadian Martyrs Catholic Church 3. F7# XN PRIE Grace Wong 604-271-8086
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Papal Prayer Intentions for 2024

October For a Shared Mission
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Let us pray that the Church continues to sustain a
synodal lifestyle in every way, as a sign of co-
responsibility, promoting the participation,
communion, and mission shared by priests, religious
and laity.

November For Those Who Have Lost A Child

Let us pray that all parents who mourn the loss of a son
or daughter find support in their community, and may
receive peace of heart from the Spirit of Consolation.
September  For Pilgrims Of Hope

Let us pray that this Jubilee strengthens us in our faith,
helping us recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of
our lives, and transforming us into pilgrims of
Christian hope.



